July 28, 2004  

BUS DEPOT - Empire Building?

Let me draw attention to the Bus Depot controversy. The present facility downtown is the property of the Greyhound Company. The city is a tenant. Greyhound has decided, quite correctly, that it needs to update what has become a blight on the downtown scene. 

Now Windsor Transit wants to change a perfectly reasonable arrangement that keeps us, the taxpayers, out of the commercial property owning market. They want to put us into the same situation that spawned the Candarel scandal. Transit Windsor seeing an opportunity for some empire building has decided to become the landlord.

A new bus depot means that taxpayers are being asked to come up with $6 million. Of this total $4 million will be borrowed plus a subsidy of $2 million from the provincial government. Remember folks; provincial dollars are still your dollars! Naturally, show the management of Windsor Transit that kind of money and commonsense is put on the back burner. Taxpayers should not fall for this unnecessary downtown bus depot nonsense and resist the necessity to borrow the $4 million and further increase our debt. Let Greyhound choose their new location, buy the land and construct their new facility. Windsor Transit does not need to build a new depot to serve predominately Greyhound customers.

It is becoming increasingly obvious that certain members of city council are placing personal & political preferences before their duty to represent all the citizens of this city. Consequently, we are seeing an almost pathological resistance to a businesslike approach to the city’s financial problems. Their political rant and touchy-feely concerns show in stark detail the very unwise direction that is being taken by some councillors. It’s time to get real. The old ways of tax and spend must end.          

Al Nelman                                                                  

