June 5, 2005

Capitol Theatre of the Absurd

The line for taxpayer largesse remains. Why is it so difficult for these supplicants to understand that the tax dollar cupboard is bare. Why do we have to watch our councilors waste their time trying to mend what is obviously broken. 

No theatre should be publicly funded. If it cannot draw patrons through the box office in sufficient numbers, the obvious remedy is to close the doors. Not too long ago the protagonists were solemnly assuring us that they would never be back at the trough of tax dollars.

All too soon, as has become the standard, they were back pleading for tax dollars to buy the empty Salvation Army building. Unfortunately, council fell for the sob story. They exchanged a valuable taxpayer asset for a decrepit building and added insult to injury by using tax dollars to renovate the old hulk. Now it is being suggested that taxpayers allow these same losers to occupy the building for $1 per year! It’s the same modus operandi, calling for taxpayers to pay for gross inefficiency and ambition beyond capability.

What is the cry we hear so often?  I quote, “It’s all for the good of Windsor”, and in this case that’s as far from the truth as it could possibly get. Let’s be clear and give an unequivocal refusal of funds or subsidized rent for the Salvation Army Building. If they can’t survive on box office receipts they must sink or swim on their own efforts. 

No more financial support for this special interest group. My advice to the Mayor and council is to just think about Candarel, MFP, a $200 million debt and the last tax increase. That should help them find sufficient intestinal fortitude for a refusal to waste any more time and tax dollars on a lost cause.

AL Nelman

