March 18, 2004

The Armoury

Here we go again! Very shortly we taxpayers will take possession of the Armoury building downtown. Yes, I mean “WE” because it seems to me that there are those in city council and the administration who are under the erroneous impression that the property is theirs. I hear a babble of silly ideas about how the “City” can best use this taxpayer asset. 

Let this taxpayer be brutally frank. There is only one sensible thing to do with such a valuable piece of property. Put up a huge “FOR SALE” notice and sell it to the highest bidder. Make the sale unconditional. Stop the asinine notion of a market or a performing arts center. We’ve been there and solved that puzzle by embracing the privately owned market on the corner of Walker and Ottawa. We also acquired the old Salvation Army building as a center for a performing arts addition to the Capitol Theatre. For once, think positively and ensure that this city continues to modernize and give the downtown a shot of private enterprise. Can you imagine having a tax-producing asset instead of a city owned risky commercial project. Enough is enough!!!!!! 

 I know that we are going to be told that the building is a Heritage gem. My response is: Bah! Humbug! I’m still totally aggravated with the $270,000, plus, wasted on the so called heritage Toronto Dominion Bank façade that lies rotting somewhere at an unknown additional cost. Heritage is heritage but the Bank façade and the Armoury building are just old, worn out relics of no value. 

The council has a responsibility to make sure that Taxpayer assets produce the maximum benefit. Never mind ideas, just stop the discussions and do what is right. Take possession and 

SELL IT!!!!!!!!!

Al Nelman

