November 28, 2002

Dear Sir,

Re Tax Increases or Fuzzology 101

The latest pronouncement emanating from City Hall is a masterpiece of delivering bad news without appearing to do so. It seems that City Council has been persuaded by the administration to hit taxpayers with an all out assault on their wallets. The economically challenged councillors have voted for a 1.75% levy (Tax increase) regardless of further increases resulting from the ongoing budget deliberations. The precise amount to be raised, and exactly what it will be used for, has not been disclosed. While councillors go through the usual charade of asking for the administration to cut their budget, they vote for a tax increase (Levy) that is going to be added to our tax bills every year from now on. This is not a once only provision. It is to become an annual fixture until we elect a council who understand that they are there as our tax watchdogs. 

The proposal to use a tax levy to avoid making difficult fiscal decisions was published in a document titled “Debt management & Capital Financing Plan” dated April 2, 2002. Although this document was available to Taxpayers, it was never publicized or explained to taxpayers at large. On page 12 there is a footnote to section 4 Headed; Financial Modeling Results. It reads as follows: “All major projects” referred to above, include: Justice Facility, Richmond Landing, Training Facility, Multi-Use Recreation Facility, Lou Romano Sewage Treatment Plant and Huron Lodge. Nowhere in that document can be found any reference to a $27 Million home for the Social Services department. Why then was it mentioned as one of the projects being partially funded from this tax increase (Levy)?

Once again, our elected representatives have shown a chronic inability to act in the best interests of the taxpayers who, hopefully, will turf most of them out in November 2003. No doubt we will be told that we just don’t understand the complexities of municipal management. We will, of course, reply, it’s obvious that they certainly don’t.

Al Nelman 

