10th October 2004

Here They Come Again

Like flies round the proverbial honey pot, they gather for a share of the goodies. Those tax dollars are like a magnet to two special interest groups who believe that their endeavours rate superior treatment. They think that substantial funding from the federal and provincial governments is just a part payment and demand that municipal governments also contribute to their grandiose schemes. They seem to be unaware that all government funding comes directly from taxpayers’ pockets. 

This time when they came calling and found that the gravy train had left the station, the whining, finger pointing and accusations quickly followed. These individuals from the higher strata of academe show how far they are divorced from reality. Not for them the taxpayer’s burden of actually earning those funds. Not for them the acknowledgement of the financial crisis facing this city. For them, their grand scheme is a must depository for hard-earned local tax dollars and a refusal brings on the sulks. What colossal arrogance! How did they manage to attain their lofty perches atop centres of higher learning? Most children learn from their parents that you can’t spend what you don’t have. If they don’t understand that no mayor can legally act without council’s consent then I advise them to take Civics 101.  Most egregious is the petulance exhibited by these leaders of Windsor’s highest learning establishments. 

It is well to remember that taxpayers were forced to contribute $5 million to the cost of the St. Denis Centre on the spurious grounds of universal access. In the event, the public was charged a substantial annual “Membership” fee, while being constantly excluded when Lancer athletes needed to use the facility. This was a classic case of bait and switch. 

Let these people be forewarned that if and when they come calling I’ll be there to greet them and I will be representing those folks who have to come up with the money. My advice is don’t waste your time. The cupboard is bare and you must now shoulder the responsibility for your own financial management ineptitude.

Al Nelman     

