September 8, 2005

CHARITY BEGINS AT HOME

On Tuesday 6th September 2005, Councillor Lewenza supported by Councillors Zuk, Valentinis, Jones and Postma donated 432,142 tax dollars to charity. Taxpayers had no choice in that decision and adding insult to injury, there was no possibility to claim a personal tax exemption. Wensnet, the beneficiary of these tax dollars volunteered to support many charities and “not for profit” organizations with their own financial resources. However, from the outset, Wensnet operated with the aid of a city guaranteed bank loan and subsidized rental from a sympathetic Hurst administration. Not for them the reality that if they could not sustain themselves without tax dollars they should shut shop. An incompetent administration’s failure to issue tax demand notices resulted in the non-payment of property tax for five years. Wensnet’s reward is a gift of $432,142. Councillor Halberstadt made the point that a property was seized for a mere $600 unpaid taxes.

The current administration recommended a far less generous but equally offensive solution to the situation, but the councillors named above chose to ignore it. This follows a pattern of mis-management in city hall exemplified by the “Western Super Anchor” site appropriation, Candarel, MFP, Enwin Utilities to name but a few.

Retirees facing obscene property taxes see a severe erosion of their standard of living and face the loss of their homes because their tax burden is too heavy. Can they and struggling small businesses expect to receive the same generous treatment afforded to Wensnet? Of course not! Taxpayers can expect to be very harshly treated if they don’t pay their taxes. No charity for them.

A question arising from this foolhardy action is: Will it affect the budget or just increase the obscene debt that plagues us all? Either way, it doesn’t seem to phase these tax and spend councillors. They continue to flaunt an attitude that their left wing power politics cannot be challenged.

Taxpayers owe it to themselves to make a comprehensive change in the composition of our city council. They have a little over twelve months to make it clear to the tax and spend crowd that their time is up. Remember that charity begins at home.

Al Nelman

